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India. . , . Whilst, however, resolved to carry out that
policy, His Excellency is glad of the opportunity which has
"been afforded him of declaring that no further increase
of local taxation is now required." In this belief Lord
Northbrook refused to consent to the Municipalities Act,
which had passed through the Legislative Council of Bengal
under the auspices of so distinguished an administrator as
Sir George Campbell; and remarking on some expressions
of opinion in the correspondence from. Madras against the
house tax imposable under Act IV. of 1871, for educa-
tional purposes, inquired what course the Government of
Madras intended to take respecting the levy of this tax
in future.

The Government of Lord Hobart decided to abandon
the tax; but he still continued to think the local burdens
of Madras excessive, and was even ready to accept
a proposal at one time entertained by Lord North-
brook, to keep up the income tax for the purpose of
reducing local taxation. (Vide his letter to Lord North^
brook at the foot of the present note.) He strenuously
opposed all suggestions for the raising of the rate of the
land cess in any district or part of a district, and wher-
ever possible, took steps to abolish the professional tax in
municipalities. These checks to local taxation he believed
to be given only just in time. On the 28fch July, 1873,
he writes to Lord Northbrook: "The Hindus of this
Presidency are a singularly mild and much-enduring race ;
but they are not alone, and the longer I stay here the more
certain I am that they are becoming dangerous from sheer
desperation. At all events, they were becoming miserable
(or soon likely to become so), which was quite enough/'
Speaking from his own experience, the present writer, who
held high office at Madras at that time, and had already
served many years as Collector and magistrate of a district,
would not have endorsed this opinion. In three large